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its web.    He had a wonderful aptitude for collecting
data by a strange sort of skimming reading.

** Though by some I am characterised as an a priori
thinker, it will be manifest to any one who does not set out
with an a priori conception of me, that my beliefs, when not
suggested a posteriori, are habitually verified a posteriori.
My first book, Social Statics, shows this in common with my
later books. I have sometimes been half-amused, half-
irritated, by one who speaks of me as typically deductive,
and whose own conclusions, nevertheless, are not supported
by facts anything like so numerous as those brought in
support of mine. But we meet with men who are such
fanatical adherents of the inductive method, that immediately
an induction, otherwise well established, is shown to admit
of deductive establishment, they lose faith in it" (duto-
biography, i. pp. .304-5).

No one who studies Spencer's works can fail to be
impressed with the logical orderliness and lucidity of
his method. Thus, in beginning The Principles of
Biology, for instance, we are first asked to consider
what truths the biologist takes for granted; e.g., the
conservation of energy and the indestructibility of
matter; then we are asked to notice the inductions
in regard to the phenomena of life which biologists
agree in accepting as well-established ; and only then
do we pass to Spencer's particular interpretation of
the facts in the light of his evolutionist ideas. The
same logical method is illustrated in his treatment of
psychology, sociology and ethics.

Like most men who get through much work,
Spencer was very methodical and orderly. In
reference to his Sociology, he tells us how he classified
and reclassified his materials in fasciculi, placing
them in a semi-circle on the floor round his chair,
inserting new " covers " where there seemed need forually
